
Comparison of Similar Looking Plants
Averrhoa bilimbi and Phyllanthus acidus

Scientific name: Averrhoa bilimbi
Common name: Belimbing
Family: Oxalidaceae
Origin: Moluccas, Indonesia, Malaysia

Scientific name: Phyllanthus acidus
Common name: Malay Gooseberry
Family: Phyllanthaceae
Origin: Brazil
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Character comparison

Averrhoa bilimbi Phyllanthus acidus

Form • Small tree, up to 5-10 m tall. • Small tree, up to 2-10 m tall.

Foliage • Leaves compound, 30-60 cm long, 
leaflets ovate to oblong, up to 10 
cm long

• Petioles and rachis hairy

• Leaves simple, ovate, up to 9 cm 
long

• Stems glabrous
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No axillary bud Axillary bud 
exists



Averrhoa bilimbi Phyllanthus acidus

Flower • Flowers borne in panicles on trunk 
and branches

• Purplish-red, 5-petaled, 1-2 cm 
across

• Flowers borne in panicles on 
branches

• Pink, 4-petaled, about 0.3 cm 
across

Fruit • Fruit ellipsoid to nearly cylindrical, 
5-10 cm long

• Slightly 5-lobed
• Ripens yellowish-green to nearly 

white

• Fruit round, 1-2.5 cm across
• 6- or 8-lobed
• Ripens pale yellow to creamy 

white
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